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Dear Parents,
This eBook is a 20 day devotional tool that we hope will help the littlest children in our church to connect with Jesus and grow to one day love meeting with Him every day! These short devotions are based on stories called “The Animal Underground” which follow Ravi Raccoon and his friends on many adventures.
Our desire is that preschool children of all ages will enjoy the eBook and grow to enjoy spending time with King Jesus! Each month there is one memory verse that you may also want to try memorizing with your children, or just read to them each day.
If you want to read more “Animal Underground” stories, or to listen to some audio adventures, you can download them at www.therenewedfamily.com.
In Him,
Thom Dick
Pastor of Resource Development
Southland Church
We welcome any ideas you have to make Foundations for PreSchool better. If you want to offer some feedback or have questions about how to use Foundations for PreSchool effectively talk to the pastor in your child’s ministry area or email Pastor Thom Dick at thom@mysouthland.com.
Memory Verse
For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a mighty savior.
Zephaniah 3:17a
But God sent me on ahead of you to… save you in this wonderful way. After all, you weren’t really the ones who sent me here—it was God.
Genesis 45:7-8a (CEV)
Fanny Fox has found a book on how to fold paper into different shapes and animals. She is excited, but when she tries to make her own bird, it ends up looking more like an ugly crow than a graceful swan. Fanny becomes very frustrated and wants to throw out the whole thing, but her mom comes and helps her fix it to make it look much better. In the same way, God can take you with all of your ugly sin -like the crow- and turn you into the person He wants you to be-like the swan.
Prayer: Dear Lord, please take all of my yucky sin and turn me into whoever You have planned for me.
Activity: Count the number of paper swans.
But God sent me on ahead of you to… save you in this wonderful way. After all, you weren’t really the ones who sent me here—it was God.
Genesis 45:7-8a (CEV)
Milton Mouse is having a bad day-he sleeps past his alarm and is late for school, and his parents are not happy. What a bummer! Milton feels down, but that night, he gets a little note under his door before he goes to bed. It says, ‘Dear Milton, you’re a good big brother. I love you very much.’ Milton is happy, and suddenly, his day isn’t so bad anymore. God loves to use people, like Milton’s little brother, to help us when we need it the most.
Prayer: Thank You for using us to cheer up and help each other.
Activity: Let’s turn that frown upside-down! Which one is Milton being cheerful?
But God sent me on ahead of you to… save you in this wonderful way. After all, you weren’t really the ones who sent me here—it was God.
Genesis 45:7-8a (CEV)
Rebecca Raccoon is watching something very special. A caterpillar is turning into a butterfly! It begins to break out of its hard outer shell called a cocoon. At first, Rebecca doesn’t understand why the caterpillar would want to be stuck in a tiny shell. As she keeps watching she realizes that it’s actually a good thing! The caterpillar now gets to fly. At first we don’t always understand why God lets hard things happen to us, but we have to be patient and trust that His plans are good.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, even though sometimes You work in ways that are different than we expect, help us to trust You anyways.
Activity: Can you draw a picture of a butterfly?
But God sent me on ahead of you to… save you in this wonderful way. After all, you weren’t really the ones who sent me here—it was God.
Genesis 45:7-8a (CEV)
Luther Lynx and Calvin Cougar are playing Lego. Calvin wants to build a giant castle, but Luther thinks castles are boring. He tries to convince Calvin to change his mind, but Calvin sticks to his plan and builds a very cool castle with flags and even a drawbridge. Luther is impressed. The castle wasn’t such a bad idea after all! Sometimes we don’t like God’s plans at first, but in the end His plans are better than we ever could have imagined.
Prayer: We might not realize it, but You always have good plans for our lives.
Activity: Make your own castle out of lego.
But God sent me on ahead of you to… save you in this wonderful way. After all, you weren’t really the ones who sent me here—it was God.
Genesis 45:7-8a (CEV)
Wil Wolf likes watching superhero movies. He’s excited to see the hero fight the enemies, help people who are hurting and use his superpowers. Wil wishes he had superpowers like in the movies. Did you know that we can all be heroes? At first, Joseph wasn’t a hero at all. In fact, he was pretty selfish, but God later put him in charge over all of Egypt. God can take anyone He wants and make them into a champion!
Prayer: I want to do amazing things for You. Thank You for wanting to make us heroes.
Activity: Make a superhero cape for yourself.
Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses and said, “I pulled him out of the water.”
Exodus 2:10b (GW)
Flo Fox’s mom likes to knit. She makes all kinds of things: mittens, hats, even a scarf with Flo’s favourite colours. Flo thinks it’s really cool and decides that she will take up knitting herself. She tries to knit using some thread and sticks she found outside, but can’t do it. Knitting isn’t as easy as it looks! Her mom shows her that you need the right tools – yarn and knitting needles- to do it. Sometimes we have to go through hard things, but God always makes sure we have the right tools to succeed.
Prayer: Even though we might have to do something that is hard, You make sure to help us along the way.
Activity: Count how many balls of yarn are in the picture.
Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses and said, “I pulled him out of the water.”
Exodus 2:10b (GW)
A big storm has struck Luther Lynx’s neighbourhood and a big tree fells right in front of his house. If it had been a little bit closer to the house it would have hit the house and they might have gotten very hurt! After that Luther is very afraid that another storm would come, but his dad reminds him that we don’t need to be afraid. God is always with us, and He will protect us no matter what, just like He protected baby Moses from the river.
Prayer: Thank You Jesus that You are so big and strong. You promise to take care of us.
Activity: If you count the number of rings in the middle of a tree, you can tell how old it is by how many rings there are! How old is this tree?
Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses and said, “I pulled him out of the water.”
Exodus 2:10b (GW)
Rebecca Raccoon loves surprises. Sometimes she gives her friends and family surprise gifts or surprise drawings. She loves seeing the excitement on their faces when they see what she has given them. God is a lot like Rebecca, He loves to surprise us by doing things for us that we don’t expect, like having Pharaoh’s daughter find baby Moses in the reeds. Moses’ mom didn’t expect that! But even if we are surprised by His plans, they are still good plans.
Prayer: Even though we might not always understand Your plans right away, and You often surprise us, Your plans are always good.
Activity: Surprise someone today! Draw a picture to give to someone or tell them that you love them.
Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses and said, “I pulled him out of the water.”
Exodus 2:10b (GW)
Wil Wolf is making a snowman (or rather, snow-wolf). He gives it wolf ears, a carrot nose and even a tail. He is very proud of his snow-wolf, but a storm begins to blow outside and Wil is forced to stay inside. He is worried about his snow-wolf, but when he checks it afterwards it is fine. Sometimes things happen to us that we can’t control, like snowstorms, but in the end God uses those things to teach us to trust Him.
Prayer: Dear Lord, even though sometimes things happen that I can’t control I will still choose to trust You.
Activity: If you can, go outside and make a snowman or make one in the house using craft supplies.
Pharaoh’s daughter named him Moses and said, “I pulled him out of the water.”
Exodus 2:10b (GW)
Calvin and Cassie Cougar are very different. Calvin likes going outside and playing sports with his friends. Cassie Cougar would rather stay at home and play board games (like Candyland) with her friends. Imagine if one day their parents told them that they always had to play the same game, whether they both enjoyed it or not. That would be crazy, wouldn’t it? They aren’t the same people. God has made us all different and He has a different plan for everyone.
Prayer: Thank You for making me unique, and that your plan for me is different than anyone else’s.
Activity: Which game is Calvin’s and which game is Cassie’s?
But Moses said, “Who am I to go to the king and lead your people out of Egypt?” God replied, “I will be with you.”
Exodus 3:11-12a (CEV)
Wil Wolf plans to play with Milton Mouse at his house later that afternoon. Wil is impatient and he sits outside on his steps to make sure he doesn’t miss their playdate. His mom comes out and reminds him that he doesn’t have to worry, he won’t miss it! She’ll let him know exactly when it’s time. Sometimes we think we’ll miss out on being part of God’s big plan, but we don’t have to worry! God will make sure we know when it’s time; just like He made sure Moses knew to free the Israelites.
Prayer: Thank You for making sure I get to be part of Your big plan!
Activity: Draw Milton and Wil some toys to play with.
But Moses said, “Who am I to go to the king and lead your people out of Egypt?” God replied, “I will be with you.”
Exodus 3:11-12a (CEV)
Cassie Cougar is not very good at saving things like candy or birthday money. She wishes she could save, but she just can’t seem to control herself! Her brother Calvin Cougar’s birthday is coming up, and she works hard to save her money to buy him a new baseball bat. He is so excited about his gift because he knows how hard it is for her to save money. God can take our weaknesses – which means things we’re not very good at – and help us practice them.
Prayer: Even though I’m not perfect, You can help me practice my weaknesses.
Activity: What do you think is missing from Calvin’s hands? Can you draw a picture of it?
But Moses said, “Who am I to go to the king and lead your people out of Egypt?” God replied, “I will be with you.”
Exodus 3:11-12a (CEV)
Fanny Fox isn’t afraid of too many things. She’s not afraid of spiders, or being up high, or even of tight spaces. But there is one thing she is afraid of – the dark cellar. She doesn’t like going downstairs because she imagines monsters hiding down there. When her dad asks her to go get a jar of pickles from the cellar, she knows she has to face her fear. She prays to Jesus and asks Him to help her to be brave. Guess what? He listened and she wasn’t afraid! God can help us face our fears.
Prayer: You are bigger than anything I am afraid of. Thank You for helping me face my fears.
Activity: Help Fanny face her fears. Draw her a flashlight for the dark cellar.
But Moses said, “Who am I to go to the king and lead your people out of Egypt?” God replied, “I will be with you.”
Exodus 3:11-12a (CEV)
When Luther Lynx’s parents ask him to do something, like clean his room or brush his teeth, they expect him to be obedient. Sometimes he doesn’t want to obey, but his parents don’t just make up rules for no reason! It’s because they know best. When God speaks to us and asks us to do things for Him, it’s because He knows best too. All we have to do is say one word: Yes!
Prayer: Whatever you want me to do, I want to obey. Please show me one way I can obey mom and dad today. (chores, playing with siblings, etc)
Activity: Say yes! Whatever God asked you to do for your parents, tell them “Yes!” and obey. If you didn’t hear from God, (and that’s totally okay!), ask your parents how you can help them today.
But Moses said, “Who am I to go to the king and lead your people out of Egypt?” God replied, “I will be with you.”
Exodus 3:11-12a (CEV)
Rebecca Raccoon has lots of dolls of all shapes and sizes. She tries to play with them all, but when she has to do other things she makes sure she puts them all together on her bed so they won’t be lonely. Did you know that we don’t have to be lonely either? We always have a special friend with us – Jesus! When Moses was asked to help his people, God promised him that He would be with Moses the whole time, and He will always be with us too.
Prayer: No matter what I do, I never have to be lonely, because you are always with me.
Activity: Which two dolls are the same? Colour the dolls.
So the king of Egypt saw Moses and Aaron work miracles, but the Lord made him stubbornly refuse to let the Israelites leave his country.
Exodus 11:10 (CEV)
Flo Fox has a big imagination. She pretends she’s a pilot, flying high in the sky. Or she’s going on a grand adventure in the hot desert. Or the fastest runner in the world, getting her gold medal. It’s fun to use your imagination and think big! Did you know that as good as our ideas can be, God’s ideas are always bigger? He likes to use His imagination too and that’s why His plans are always far better than we could ever expect.
Prayer: Your plans are always far better than mine are, and it’s exciting to see what You’ll come up with!
Activity: Use your imagination! Draw Flo going on an adventure. Where is she? What is she doing? You decide what you want her to do!
So the king of Egypt saw Moses and Aaron work miracles, but the Lord made him stubbornly refuse to let the Israelites leave his country.
Exodus 11:10 (CEV)
Calvin Cougar has a really big baseball card collection and he makes sure no one touches it. He often counts them to make sure they’re all there. If anything happens to them, Calvin will know! Every card is important to him. Just like with Calvin’s baseball cards, God loves all of us, and He watches over us carefully too. We’re all very important to Him.
Prayer: Thank You for protecting me and always making sure I’m safe.
Activity: Count the number of baseball cards in Calvin’s collection.
So the king of Egypt saw Moses and Aaron work miracles, but the Lord made him stubbornly refuse to let the Israelites leave his country.
Exodus 11:10 (CEV)
At school Milton Mouse has moved up a reading level and now he has to read harder books. These ones don’t even have pictures! Though Milton is excited that he has become a better reader, he doesn’t always understand the harder words. His teacher tells him to be patient, one day he’ll understand them more. Sometimes God’s plans seem like those hard words, but we have to be patient and trust that one day we will understand them.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, please help me to trust Your understanding, not my own.
Activity: Now that Milton has gotten better at reading, he’s reading harder books. Which book is bigger?
So the king of Egypt saw Moses and Aaron work miracles, but the Lord made him stubbornly refuse to let the Israelites leave his country.
Exodus 11:10 (CEV)
Rebecca Raccoon doesn’t always listen to her parents. One day she calls her sister a mean name and her sister becomes upset. Her parents send Rebecca to her room to punish her, and she is worried her parents are angry with her. Her dad later explains to Rebecca that he isn’t upset. The thing is, our actions affect others, (in this case, her sister) and even though it’s not fun to be punished, it helps us to learn for next time.
Prayer: I’m sorry that when I sin I hurt other people’s feelings. Thank You for always forgiving me.
Activity: Which objects don’t belong in Rebecca’s room?
So the king of Egypt saw Moses and Aaron work miracles, but the Lord made him stubbornly refuse to let the Israelites leave his country.
Exodus 11:10 (CEV)
Luther Lynx has decided to jump his remote control car over a ramp he made on his driveway. He draws a line to mark how far he wants to jump. He drives as fast as he can over the ramp, and…doesn’t even come close to the line. He tries again and again, and because he didn’t give up, he finally makes it! God always gives us another chance when do something wrong, just like Luther got another chance with his toy car.
Prayer: Thank You that You are always willing to give us another chance, no matter how often we mess up.
Activity: Do you have any cars at home that you can make a ramp for?
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