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Dear Parents,

	This eBook is a devotional tool that we hope will help your kids to connect with Jesus and develop a regular devotional walk with Him. These devotions are based on stories called “The Animal Underground” which follow Ravi Raccoon and his friends on many adventures. These adventures will have a similar theme to what your kids are learning on the weekend in Kidzland; kind of like a modern day parable to help them understand a Truth in a deeper way. Each week there will be five days’ worth of devotions; the first day is always a story followed by 4 days of and activities to reinforce the message.

	Our desire is that elementary school kids of all ages will enjoy this and grow to enjoy spending time in the Word, in prayer and with Jesus! Our desire is that, for the younger kids (grades K-2) the stories help create a meaningful family time, and that if your kids are bit older (grades 3-4) they will be able to do the reading and activities on their own as they grow increasingly responsible for their personal walk with Jesus.

	Foundations for Kidz will help your kids remember what they learned in Kidzland, but it will also serve as a way of letting YOU know what your kids are learning. There is also a theme verse each week that you can work on together with your kids.

	 

	In Him,

	[image: Image]

	Thom Dick

	Pastor of Resource Development

	Southland Church

	 

	 

	We welcome any ideas you have to make Foundations for Kidz better. If you want to offer some feedback or have questions about how to use Foundations for Kidz effectively talk to the pastor in your child’s ministry area or email Pastor Thom Dick at thom@mysouthland.com.

	 

	Foundations for Kidz is also available for download at www.therenewedfamily.com.

	 


Hey Kids!

	My name is Ravi Raccoon and I am looking forward to telling you some of the amazing adventures that I have had with my crazy friends! I hope that as you read these stories you will learn lessons about Creator-God and you will also avoid making some of the silly mistakes that my friends and I made growing up. But MOST of all…I hope that our stories help you meet with Jesus! Jesus is my friend and I have come to love Him so much! He is the most important person in the world and He has a special plan for your life!

	We are going to write a booklet like this every month and inside you will find there are five activities you can do every week that will help you remember what you learned at Kidzland and grow closer to Jesus. Try them all!

	On Sunday every week you’ll have the opportunity to talk with your parents about what you learned on the weekend. Then there is an adventure to read about on Monday (an adventure with ME!) And after Monday, come four more days of activities you can do to grow closer to Jesus. If you miss a day, don’t worry! You can either do it on the weekend or just skip it for that week. Remember it’s all about getting to know Jesus!

	If you want to read more stories or listen to some of my adventures, your parents can download them at www.therenewedfamily.com. And if you EVER have a question about God that you want to ask someone, ask your parents to help you email me, at RRaccoon@mysouthland.com and I will be sure to email you back!

	 

	In Him,
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	Ravi Raccoon
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Theme Verses

	 

	But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!”

	Romans 10:14-15 (NLT)

	 

	“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.”

	Revelation 11:15 (NLT)

	 

	"My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Father, and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."

	Matthew 11:27 (NLT)

	 

	Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me.

	Luke 9:23 (NLT)

	 


Sunday, June 7

	Weekend Review

	Week 9 of Reaching People For Jesus

	(Matthew 24:16-20, Mark 16:14-18)

	 

	This Week’s BIBLE STORY

	According to this week’s story, Jesus wants us to go into all the _______ to tell others about Jesus.

	 

	This Week’s ONE THING TO REMEMBER

	(This week is a review of how we have been learning to reach out to others, prayer for them and love them).

	 

	(You can always find the answers to these questions at the end of Friday’s activity.)

	 

	This Week’s THEME VERSE

	But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!” Romans 10:14-15 (NLT)

	 

	What was your favourite part of Church today?

	 


Monday, June 8

	Not far from here at the end of a dusty road is an old country farm. In almost every way it’s a regular farm with animals, gardens, barns and fields; owned by a mean old man named Willy Walters. Lying beyond the farm is a pasture, and beyond the pasture is a fence, and that fence is the boundary between the human world of fields and farms and the animal world of the forest.

	If you were to go through the pasture and over the fence into the forest you would find yourself walking into a very different world! It’s not that the trees are so different, or the rocks and boulders are different, or the moss or creeks or smells or sounds are all that different from what you would expect, but the animals, well they are just a little bit different. Because this forest world, is the world of the Animal Underground!
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	“NO! I don’t want Hector to join the Animal Underground,” shouted Milton. He often felt that he needed to shout loudly to make up for being so small.

	Surprisingly, Luther was the first to speak up, “Come on Milton, I know you are having a hard time letting one of the wolves join us. All of us are having trouble accepting the fact that he is wanting to join us in the club today.”

	“We have done lots to be kind to them!” exclaimed Milton. “But why should we let them join the Animal Underground? Yes, I think that he has changed and that he knows who the Creator is, but what if he has not really changed fully?” Milton started to be more and more uptight as he spoke. “What if Hector tries another prank once he is a part of the Animal Underground?”

	Luther tried to calm the mouse down, “Milton, I understand your concern...”

	“CONCERN...?!!” At this point Milton was starting to go hysterical. “It might not be a big to you guys, but if those wolves attack again you guys can all fight them! But what if you guys are not looking, Hector could eat me before any of you would know!”

	“OK, we understand Milton,” replied Calvin, “we will make sure you stay safe. But Ravi was the one who asked us to let Hector join us for today’s mission.”

	Milton hated hearing that Ravi had asked for Hector to join the boys. Milton knew that because Ravi had asked, then he should at least respect the raccoon’s wishes. With a sigh he said,” I guess we will let him join, but only for today.”

	At this point Wil and Ravi arrived at the Animal underground headquarters. Following behind Wil and Ravi was Hector, one of the wolf cubs. As Ravi, Wil, and Hector entered the hideout, Milton noticed that Hector did not look in his direction. Milton was the first to break the silence, “Uh…did you guys hear all of that?”

	Hector responded in a way that showed that he was sorry, “Yes we heard almost all of it. I can understand why that you feel this way.” As Hector was saying this his head started to hang low, but he continued, “Mr. Ravi, it was a mistake to come here to join the club. Maybe I should leave.” He started to turn around, but as he turned around he saw the small mouse staring up at him.

	“I am sorry Hector, I should not have said any of those things. I was overreacting. I hope you will accept my apology.” Milton’s eyes seemed to be bigger than usual, and everybody in the room knew that Milton was really sorry and was not faking it. “If Ravi wants you to join us, I trust there is a good reason and I know you will help the Animal Underground.”

	“So, you guys want me to join you after all of the terrible things that I did to you guys?” Every single head in the room nodded. Ravi’s raccoon’s lips started to curl into a smile. He was proud of all of the boys in the Animal Underground. Hector was surprised that all of the animals nodded their heads. He wondered why these boys were still being so kind. 

	Ravi interrupted Hector’s wonderings, “Today we are going to be doing some exploring.”

	All of the boys were surprised to hear Ravi say these words. While Ravi loved having adventures, his adventures were always about helping other animals out. This time it seemed that Ravi wanted to have fun without helping others.

	“Where are we going?” asked Luther. He was a little concerned because he was still a little hurt from the wolf attack.

	Ravi sensed Luther’s fear and reassured him by saying, “We will not be going far, besides your legs probably work better than mine. If you don’t feel ready for an adventure, that’s fine. You can stay behind until you feel better.”

	Luther did not want to miss out on an adventure so he responded with, “I am ready.”

	The raccoon stared at Luther for an extra second to make sure that he was telling the truth, “OK, I am glad we have that settled. Off we go on an adventure.”

	As Ravi and the cubs began walking, Luther’s curiosity was still left unanswered. He looked at Ravi as if he were about to ask a question.

	“Are you still wondering where we are going?” asked Ravi.

	“How did you know I was thinking that?” he replied.

	“I could see by the look in your eyes that you were still curious,” replied Ravi with a slight grin. “We are going to be looking for a better place for the wolves to live. The mountain will not suit their needs too much longer. I have a place in mind that’s not too far from the Animal Underground, so that Hector can come and join us every now and then. I wanted you boys to come and scout out the area with me.”

	Seeing that Ravi answered Luther’s question, Hector wanted to ask Ravi something as well. “May I ask a question now, Mr. Ravi? Why do you want me to join you guys?”

	“Hector, I wanted you to join us for a couple of reasons: First, if you follow the Creator, you need to be able to talk to others that also believe and love the Creator; secondly, the Creator wants His animals to share His love and His message with others. That’s why the Animal Underground will always be growing. This club is not about making the members comfortable, it is about growing to love the Creator more and to love other animals more.”

	Hector mulled this over silently for a moment, then replied, “Thank you Mr. Ravi for letting me join you guys.”

	“I am glad you are wanting to join us and learn more about the Creator and loving other animals. This is what discipleship is about. We don’t want the Animal Underground to be the only place where the Creator is talked about, we are wanting animals everywhere to be talking about what the Creator has done for us.”

	Hector was becoming more and more interested with all of this talk about the Creator and what the boys at the Animal Underground did, so he asked, “What has the Creator all done for us?”

	Ravi smiled and said, “Let me tell you boys a story about the Creator.” All of the boy’s eyes widened in excitement as they heard that Ravi wanted to tell them a story.

	 

	What do you think?

	Milton had a hard time accepting Hector into the Animal Underground mission because he was afraid. What if Hector wasn’t really changed? What if Milton would be the next lunch for Hector? The Holy Spirit spoke to Milton and convicted him that he wasn’t treating Hector right.

	 

	Is there someone at school that you have a hard time accepting and loving like Jesus would want you to? Ask Jesus to show you who that person is and say, “sorry” to God for not showing that person His love.

	 


Tuesday, June 9

	It can be a scary thing telling other people about Jesus! One of the best ways to tell someone about Him is to remember all the things He has done in your life. Take a paper and pen and ask Jesus to show you a few things He has done for you. For example, how has He changed you into a better person? For fun, take one of those things and make a poster out of it. Could you show your poster to a friend and explain what it means? Practice on a brother or sister first.

	 


Wednesday, June 10

	Read the verse for the week out loud: Romans 10:14-15. Imagine what your life would be like without Jesus. What kind of person do you think you might grow up to be if you did not have Him living inside of you? At the supper table today (or at some other family event), have a discussion and ask everyone what kind of person they think they would be like without Jesus?

	 


Thursday, June 11

	Spend a little bit of time with your parents listening in prayer. Ask Jesus to show you one friend or someone at school that you can specifically pray that they get to know Jesus. Take a little bit of time each day to ask Jesus to give you a love for that person and ideas of how you can show His love to them.

	 


Friday, June 12

	Spend some time in prayer for your friend to get to know Jesus. Ask Jesus to show you what He likes about your friend. Write or draw it out on a paper. Would you have the courage to make it into a card and give it to your friend? Ask Jesus about it to see if that is something He wants you to do. Whether you give it to your friend or not, share it with someone in your family!
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Sunday, June 14

	Weekend Review

	Week 10 of Reaching People For Jesus

	(Matthew 24:30, Mark 12:35-40)

	 

	This Week’s BIBLE STORY

	Jesus teaches about:

	
		Dora the Explorer

		Putting God first

		Money

		The future, when He is coming back again



	 

	This Week’s ONE THING TO REMEMBER

	“I’m so happy, ______ is coming!”

	 

	(You can always find the answers to these questions at the end of Friday’s activity.)

	 

	This Week’s THEME VERSE

	“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” Revelation 11:15 (NLT)

	 

	What was your favourite part of Church today?

	 


Monday, June 15

	Ravi started his story by telling the boys to use their imagination. “I want you to imagine this scene: That in the beginning there was nothing; there was no forest; there were no animals; or any other thing. The only thing that existed was the Creator...”

	Calvin had heard this story many times and was starting to get bored so he told Ravi, “We have heard this story millions of times already. Do you have a different story?”

	Ravi did not show any sign of annoyance when Calvin asked his question. The old raccoon responded gently, “This story is still important. Whether you’ve heard this for the first time or the millionth time, there is still great truth that is found in this story. As I was saying, the Creator was the only thing that existed, but He wanted to create something.”

	Hector being the least familiar with the story asked, “Why did the Creator want to make something? Was He lonely?”

	“No, no, no, my dear wolf,” replied Ravi, “the Creator was not lonely. The Creator was not lonely because He has a perfect relationship within Himself. The Creator is three in one; and while this may sound strange it is still true. Many days even I do not understand that the Creator is three in one.”

	The group entered a clearing as he said this and began climbing a hill. Ravi continued, “The Creator created everything because He wanted to show His love. He made the earth with forests, waters, fields, and mountains. The Creator also made creatures to live in the world that He made. He created squirrels, raccoons, mice, wolves and every other creature that lives. Once He was done creating the world, He saw that it was perfect. He did not make any mistakes; He still does not make any mistakes. Imagine a world where your friends and family don’t die, every creature lives in peace, and where hunters do not want to kill you!”

	“Wow that sounds amazing!” exclaimed Milton.

	As all of the animals reached the top of the hill they stood in wonder at what they were seeing. This part of the forest was beautiful; there stood many tall trees and a lovely river running through it. Everything here was perfect: the grass looked nice and soft, there was lots of open spaces for running around in, the trees seemed as if they were greener than any tree that the boys had ever seen, and the river was flowing gently through the forest, making it a great place to swim. All of the boys were thinking that this part of the forest was paradise.

	Hector broke the silence, “Mr. Ravi, this part of the forest looks perfect for the wolves to live!”

	Wil was so surprised to see such a perfect part of the forest so close to the Animal Underground that he had to ask Ravi, “How come I have never seen this place before?”

	“That’s because long ago this part of the forest always flooded every spring. Many animals have chosen not to live here because they do not want to lose all of their possessions every single year.” As the animals started walking down the hill Ravi mentioned, “Be careful, I am not sure of what all lives here.”

	Hector was still wondering what was going to happen next in Ravi’s story so he was the first to ask, “What happened after paradise? How come we are not living in a perfect world?”

	The old Raccoon took a deep breath, “Many creatures decided that they did not like the Creator’s rules and they wanted to do things their way. The Creator did not make many rules, but the rules that He gave were out of love because He wanted everybody to be able to live in peace.”

	Hector nodded and asked, “So the rules that the Creator made were like, ‘don’t play with fire,’ and ‘you have to listen to your parents’?”

	“Yes, you have the right idea. Your parents make those rules for you because they love you. It was the same with the Creator’s rules. Now where was I?”

	“You were getting to where they disobey the rules,” replied Wil.

	“Yes, so because there were creatures that decided to break the rules of the Creator, sin was brought into the world. This is why we cannot live in peace with the hunters, or why your home was destroyed. In our lives there are many struggles and nothing will ever be perfect. It is because of sin that bad things happen.”

	At this moment Ravi stopped walking, he looked upward and let out a smile. When the boys had noticed that Ravi had stopped they turned around to look at him. Ravi’s face looked as if it were almost glowing. “But one day we will be free from death, pain, sickness and fear. The Creator will finally destroy all of these things. There will be no more sorrow; we will be filled with joy.”

	All of the boys were excited upon hearing this news: Wil was filled with courage; Luther thought of his injuries, knowing that he would be healed; Calvin was filled with joy; Milton was excited for all other animals that he would be able to meet again; and Hector was filled with both an excitement and fear for all of his wolf pack that did not know the Creator.

	Hector was still a little confused. “Why does the Creator keep letting bad things happen?”

	Wil was excited that he knew the answer, “He wants to give everybody a chance to come to know Him!”

	“I could not have said it better myself,” exclaimed Ravi. “While it may feel like He is taking too long, He wants to give us a chance to accept Him. When He re-creates the earth, the Creator will be in charge He will be the King.”

	The group continued onward down the hill and into the lush valley. Every one of them was daydreaming of how amazing things would be with a loving Creator in charge. As they continued Ravi warned the boys that there probably would not be many animals other than a few tree animals, but to be on the lookout anyway and make sure that they were all staying safe. The more the boys looked around the forest the more they were excited about the re-creation of the earth. Everywhere they looked they were reminded of a perfect world. The boys were so absorbed in their surroundings seeing the amazing trees, the green grass and the flowing river that they had lost all sense of caution and were not looking out for danger.

	Ravi cut through their daydreaming with a sharp, “Boys, get down!” Instantly, the boys all dropped down.

	After a few moments of complete silence Calvin whispered, “Is there something out there?”

	Ravi spoke really softly yet sternly making all of the boys know that he was not joking when he said, “I think there are one or two hunters out there. I am not sure, I just caught a hunter’s scent. Milton can you scout up ahead and tell me if you see any hunters? Wil and Hector, can you smell any hunters?”

	The only sounds that could be heard was a faint rustle as Milton scurried to the nearest tree and the two wolves sniffing for hunters. Both Wil and Hector agreed that they could smell at least two hunters. It only took a few seconds longer for Milton to return.

	“There is a hunter up ahead,” exclaimed Milton, his eyes were wide with fear.

	Luther asked the question that all of the other boys were thinking, “If Milton only saw one hunter, where is the other hunter?” As they considered his question, all of boys’ eyes widened with panic.

	Ravi was the first to respond to the panic that was overtaking the group, “Now is not the time for panic, but for all of you to be thinking clearly and be alert.”

	As all of the boys were peering through the grass they suddenly could see that the hunter was getting closer. All of the animals could feel their hearts beating hard in their chests. They all hoped that their hearts were still beating quietly enough so that the hunter would not hear them. None of the animals dared move a muscle, each of them barely breathed.

	At this point Ravi suggested that each animal would try to sneak off in groups of two, over to the other side of the hill overlooking the valley. Slowly the animals crouched low to the ground and snuck off. Much to Milton’s dislike, Ravi asked him to go with Hector.

	At first Milton and Hector were making good progress sneaking, they were able to move much quicker than the other groups. They arrived on the other side of the hill before any of the other animals. They were both thankful that they were safe. However, they were wondering where the other animals were because the sun was starting to go down. As they were waiting, both Hector and Milton noticed that a hunter was now reaching the top of the hill. In that moment Hector panicked and he began to run. Milton flew off his back.

	Hector ran faster than he had ever ran in his life. He ran as fast as his legs would carry him, hardly daring to glance back to see where the hunter was. Finally, he did glance back, but as he was looking he ran into a tree!

	 

	What do you think?

	Hector heard the story of how God made the world, but also about how sin came into the world. Not long after that, he got to see the results of that sin in person – when he had to flee in fear from the hunters! Fear came after sin came into the world. Hector has it, but each one of us has been afraid before too. What makes you afraid? Is it the dark? Spiders? Bullies at school? New people or places? Discuss it with your parents.

	 


Tuesday, June 16

	Think about your best friend. How would you feel if they moved to a different province and you thought you would never see them again? Now think about how you would feel if you found out that your friend was moving back. You are so excited, in fact, you find out what house they are moving back into and what day your friend is returning and you run there after school to await his arrival. You are sitting at the end of the driveway looking down the long road. What are you looking for? What will get you excited that your friend is just about to return? If you saw a moving van, would you start to get excited? What if you saw a vehicle like the one you remember your friend’s parents used to have? You would probably get pretty excited then too!

	 

	Jesus reminds us that He is coming back soon too, and there are some things that we can watch for that tell us that He is just around the corner! Read Matthew 24:3-9, how many “signs of His return” can you see? If you need help, read it with a parent so you can talk about it a little and understand it better.

	 


Wednesday, June 17

	Read this verse with a parent: Revelation 11:15. Brainstorm with your parent some things that will be very cool to have Jesus in charge of. When He comes to be King on the earth, do you think He will change the TV shows? How about school, how will that be different?

	 

	Draw a picture of the one thing that you will be most excited for Him to be in charge of and to change for the better!

	 


Thursday, June 18

	Have you ever heard someone say, “It always gets worse before it gets better?” Like when you are told to clean your bedroom? Maybe you pull all the junk out from under your bed to get it all cleaned up and organized. Pulling all that stuff out just makes your room look ten times worse! But if you are going to clean it ALL up, you have to go through that mess.

	 

	Before Jesus returns to rule the world, it will be kind-of like that; the world will get worse and seem to be in the worst mess it has ever been in. What is God doing? He is cleaning out the hidden places in peoples’ hearts! He is showing everybody how completely evil they actually are!

	 

	Do two things today: First, read 1 Corinthians 4:5, it might be a bit hard to understand, first tell your parents what you think it means and then ask them what they think it means.

	 

	Second, have a good, long look under your own bed. Maybe it’s time to clean it up! 

	 


Friday, June 19

	Ravi had to stop and smile with wonder as he thought about how one day there will be no more sickness, pain, fear, loneliness or anything else bad. There will be incredible beauty, everyone will trust each other and no one will ever tell a lie. Think about it for a while and ask the members of your family this question: “What do you think will be the best thing about heaven (other than meeting Jesus face to face)?”

	 

	Then ask yourself the same question and then read 1 Corinthians 2:9. Let that verse sink in – you simply cannot imagine how good heaven will be, no matter how hard you try, you can’t even come close!
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Sunday, June 21

	Weekend Review

	Week 11 of Reaching People For Jesus

	(Luke 24:13-35)

	 

	This Week’s BIBLE STORY

	On the road to Emmaus, Jesus uses the Bible to teach some disciples about the most important topic in the universe. What is that topic?

	 

	This Week’s ONE THING TO REMEMBER

	“I ______ with Jesus! I ______ Jesus!”

	 

	(You can always find the answers to these questions at the end of Friday’s activity.)

	 

	This Week’s THEME VERSE

	"My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Father, and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." Matthew 11:27 (NLT)

	 

	What was your favourite part of Church today?

	 


Monday, June 22

	OUCH, he thought, not daring to make a sound, out of fear that the hunters might hear him. Hitting the tree hurt, but for some reason he thought it was a little bit funny. He was glad that none of the other animals saw it or else they would have been laughing at him. Once the humour of running into a tree started wearing off, all he could think of was his friends. Where were they? Were they all ok? Were they worried about him?

	Hector was trying to figure out what to do. Should he go back to the clearing to wait for his friends? But what if the hunter was still there, waiting for him? He was having trouble thinking clearly because his head hurt so much. What was he supposed to do? He tried thinking, but he was awfully tired and he needed to lie down to rest. He lay there trying to catch his breath, but he made the mistake of closing his eyes. When he opened them, in what seemed like a few seconds later, he was surprised to see that it was night.

	Hector was trying to figure out if he had slept until nightfall or if he was dreaming. As he was thinking, one more option came to his head - what if he hit his head so hard that he was seeing things and going crazy? He didn’t really like any of these options, but he hoped that he’d only been dozing for a short nap. The others surely must be worried about him. Since it was dark out, all of them would be looking for him, maybe they’d think that the hunter caught him!

	Hector looked around and he was thankful that for the full moon that was shining, as the extra light would help him find the group. As he was walking through the bush, he came upon a clearing, lit up brightly by the moon light. In that clearing he saw an animal - another wolf. This wolf’s fur shone silver under the moon, it was as if the fur had a light of its own, maybe even a little bit brighter than the moon itself.
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	Meanwhile, Ravi, Wil, Calvin, Luther and Milton were waiting in a different clearing for Hector.

	“Where should we start, Ravi?” Milton asked out of a genuine concern for Hector.

	Before Ravi even had a chance to respond, Calvin had an idea, “Milton, I think we should start off by praying.”

	Ravi agreed, “That is a great place to start. Calvin, do you want to lead us in prayer?”

	Calvin nodded and all of the animals bowed their heads as Calvin started, “Lord, thank You that You hear our prayers and that You are here with us. I pray that You would help us find our friend...” With that prayer, all five of them put their trust in the Creator to help them find Hector, wherever he was.
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	Hector slowly approached the shining wolf. He saw that the wolf was facing away from him, staring off towards the moon. So Hector wanted to sneak up on it because he wanted to be careful.

	The wolf responded to Hector’s sneaking without turning around, “Hector you are safe, I will not hurt you.”

	“How do you know my name?”

	“I know your name because I have watched you for some time now.”

	Hector was not sure about this answer; it almost sounded a little bit weird, but he could tell that this wolf meant what he said, and that the wolf truly seemed concerned for Hector. “I know you are not a part of my family’s wolf pack, are you a part of Wil’s family pack?” Hector questioned.

	“I do not belong to either pack.”

	“I did not know there was another wolf pack that lived in this area of the forest.”

	This silver wolf spoke with a strong, deep voice that was both calming and slightly alarming at the same time, “I do not belong to either pack, because both Wil’s and your pack at one time belonged to my pack.”

	At hearing this, Hector was amazed. “Wow, so you are a leader of a pack! You’re the Alpha male!”

	“I am not just the Alpha, I am also the Omega, I am the First and the Last.”

	This phrase confused Hector because he had never heard of the Omega Male in a pack. Hector was both excited and uncertain; he was still confused about this wolf. He didn’t know what question he should ask next.

	The wolf broke through all of the questions in Hector’s head by asking, “Do you want to find your friends?”

	“You know where my friends are? You know my friends?” This surprised Hector. He had not really hung out with the boys of the Animal Underground until today, so how would anyone know of his association with them?

	“I am here to lead you to your friends. Come follow me.”

	Hector found that his heart was strangely warmed as these words entered his ears. He knew that he could trust this wolf, but something seemed strangely familiar. He had never met this wolf before, but for some reason he knew Him.
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	While Hector was talking with the silver wolf, Ravi and the boys were trusting in the Lord to help them find Hector. Ravi rallied the boys, “OK boys, it’s time to try and find Hector, as we have been praying. We trust the Lord to do His part but He is also expecting us to do our part. Now, Hector ran so fast that he probably got lost in the forest, so we are going to split up into two search parties, Wil, Calvin, and Milton you are to work as a team. Luther, you can join me. We are going to try one last search of the area; if we cannot find him we might have to give up, and try again tomorrow with a search party.
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	As Hector followed this mysterious silver wolf, he finally thought of another question, “What is your name?”

	The wolf paused and thought about His answer before saying it. Hector kept walking a couple more steps past the wolf, “You may have heard of My many different names. Some of My names are: God, Lord, Creator, I Am, King of Kings. There are many more names that people call me.”

	Hector did not know how to respond, he was completely shocked. He turned around to see the silver wolf. All of the stories that He had heard about God somehow made sense but yet did not make sense.

	“I know what you are thinking; you are wondering why I am revealing Myself to you as a wolf. If I would have revealed Myself as a human, you would have been scared and ran away from Me. In time, you will come to see Me as I truly am, there is no earthly body that can fully contain Me. However many are familiar with my Son who is fully God and yet fully man. But that is beyond your ability to understand right now, all you need to remember Hector, is that I love you.”

	As the silver wolf was telling Hector this, He started to take the shape of a man, but this Man was also glowing so brightly that Hector could hardly see how the human looked. “Continue down this path, and you will find your friends there. Remember, I love you.”

	Slowly the glow faded and as the man disappeared with the fading glow, suddenly Hector was remembering the pain that he was feeling in his head. Was he dreaming? Or did the hit to his head make him go crazy? Or was that real? Regardless of what really happened, he was sure of the peace of knowing the Creator, and His love.

	As he stood there thinking about all this, suddenly he froze! His heart began to beat faster and the hair stood up on the back of his neck. Someone was following him!

	 

	What do you think?

	Wow! How cool would it be for you to meet Jesus face to face like Hector did and ask Him anything you wanted? What would you ask Him? What would you want to know about Him?

	 


Tuesday, June 23

	Read the story of the walk to the village of Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) with one of your parents (or both of them!). After you are done reading the story, try and think of one famous person that you would think it would be really, really cool to just come walking alongside you, take an interest in you and talk with you – only later to realize just who it was who was talking with you. Who would your parents choose as the person they think would be really cool to have that happen with them?

	 


Wednesday, June 24

	Think of a time when you made a special card or picture for a friend or a brother or sister – maybe for a birthday, perhaps? When you were working on it, did someone ever want to see what you were working on – but you wanted it to be a big secret? Especially if the person it was for wanted to see it! They were not allowed to see it until the right time. Only certain people were allowed to see it before that special occasion.

	 

	Now read Matthew 11:27 (you may need your parents to help explain the verse to you). Did you know that God is so special that only specifically chosen people are allowed to see Him and know Him?

	 

	Pray a prayer thanking Jesus that He has chosen you to be that special person who gets to know His Father!

	 


Thursday, June 25

	Getting to know God is like getting to know a friend or family member better. It takes time, a little bit day after day. In fact, it will take FOREVER to get to know God. He is just that big and amazing! Read Philippians 3:8 (if you need help ask a parent). Did you know that even the VERY BEST things in your life are not even close to being as important as knowing Jesus?

	 

	Here’s a fun little quiz: How well do you know your mom or dad? Take a few minutes to answer the following questions about one of the members in your family – after you write down what you think they would say, ask them the questions and see if you were right! Some of them you may not know – so you can learn something new!

	 

	
		What is their favourite colour?

		What is their favourite song?

		What is their favourite food?

		What is their favourite thing to do just for fun?



	 


Friday, June 26

	When you think of Noah, what is the first thing that comes to mind? A flood? A big boat? Pairs of animals? Read this verse – Genesis 6:9. Hmmmm…what does it mean to ‘walk with God’? We learned about that a bit in the story of the 2 disciples that walked to Emmaus with Jesus. But did you know that you can walk with God every single day?

	 

	Sometime this weekend, go for a walk with a parent (just a walk, don’t go play at the park or go for a bike ride). While you are walking, what kinds of things are you doing? Are you talking? What are you talking about? Did you try to match your parent’s steps? Did you go too fast or too slow? Did you hold hands? Are you getting to know your walking partner a little better? Did you know that this is kind-of like ‘walking with God’? Every day, all day long, we can choose to walk with Him, talking to Him, knowing He is near, matching Him step for step – not getting too tired too quickly, but just taking it easy.
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Sunday, June 28

	Weekend Review

	Week 1 of Life Steps With Jesus

	(Acts 6-7)

	 

	This Week’s BIBLE STORY

	It’s about Stephen, the very first ______.

	 

	This Week’s ONE THING TO REMEMBER

	“I will follow Jesus no matter what!”

	 

	So when does this mean we can quit following Jesus?

	
		When the going gets tough.

		When we are sick.

		Only if we feel tired.

		Never!



	 

	(You can always find the answers to these questions at the end of Friday’s activity.)

	 

	This Week’s THEME VERSE

	Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me. Luke 9:23 (NLT)

	 

	What was your favourite part of Church today?

	 


Monday, June 29

	Hector whirled around to see who was following him. Ahead through the clearing he saw a bush moving and coming out from behind it was…

	“MILTON!” Hector exclaimed with delight.

	Following close behind were Calvin and Wil, they all ran to greet him. Milton was so excited he jumped up onto Hector to greet him.

	Calvin was the first to speak, “We thought the hunter had caught you.”

	“I was safe the whole time. I am not sure if I fell asleep after I ran off from Milton, but something crazy happened.”

	Wil responded, “We can hear all about it on the way home, we need to go find the others.”

	When Wil and the others arrived at the meeting point, Ravi and Luther looked as if they had just arrived. “Hector, you’re safe!” The relief on Ravi’s face confirmed the tone in his voice, “let’s go home.”

	While all of the animals knew that they should be happy, for some reason Luther, Calvin and Wil all felt a little disappointed. They were trying to find a place for the wolves to live, but they had failed. They found an amazing part of the forest that was filled with so much beauty and opportunity, but was unsafe because of the hunters. As they started to walk, their heads were all hanging a little low.

	When Ravi saw that they were disappointed he asked, “What’s troubling you boys?”

	Wil responded first, speaking for Calvin and Luther as well, “We failed today, Ravi. We were trying to find a place for the wolves to live. We found the perfect place, but there were hunters.”

	Ravi gave each of the boys a tender look and said, “Even though we did not find a place for the wolves to live, we need to keep on trying. We can’t let this mission defeat us. In life we will fall and stumble many times, but we have to keep trying. Let’s not lose hope and don’t give up.”

	The animals continued on in silence for some time, plodding along through the still forest. The cool, moonlit surroundings were calm and peaceful. The silence was only occasionally punctuated by the call of a distant coyote or hoot of a sharp eyed owl. Milton shuddered when he heard the owl’s call and buried his nose into Calvin’s fur as he rode on his back.

	While their thoughts were on their disappointing adventure, Hector was troubled by something else. Finally he spoke up, “There is something that’s still puzzling me. I think I met God in a dream.”

	Ravi’s ears stood up and everyone could tell that he was interested, “Do you want to share with us?”

	“Sure!” replied Hector. He was hoping someone would want to listen to his story because He did not know if he was going crazy or if it was a dream. Hector began describing his story, all of the boys were amazed when they heard it. As Hector finished his story he asked Ravi a question, “Mr. Ravi, why did the Creator show Himself as a wolf? I know that He is not a wolf, but how come I saw Him as a wolf?”

	Ravi responded slowly, weighing his words carefully, “He often speaks to us through our understanding of Him. If you saw Him as a wolf, then that was the best way right now for you to understand Him. In time you will find that you will see Him for who He really is. As you grow, He will also grow. I do not mean that God is like an animal that grows up. God is so big that no matter how much you know about Him you will never fully know Him. Even at my old age I am filled with wonder, because God is so big. Does this answer your question?”

	“I guess so,” Hector replied, equally thoughtful, “I am glad you let me join you guys today. Even though it was hard, I would not have experienced God like I have today.”

	Milton was glad that everything worked out and Hector did not seem as bad as he thought. It almost surprised Milton when he heard himself saying, “If you want, you can join us some other time.”

	“Thanks Milton,” Hector said with a smile. “Mr. Ravi, at the beginning of our adventure you said the Animal Underground is about growth and sharing the Creator’s love with others.”

	“Yes.”

	“I think I need to share the message of the Creator with my wolf pack. If I am trying to reach out to my pack, I don’t know if I will always be able to hang out with you guys.”

	Ravi furrowed his brow with concern, “That will be hard; you’ll need help and support if you are going to be able to share the Creator’s love with your wolf pack. If you have no help you will probably give up. You can always come to us and we will gladly help you.”

	Hector smiled, “Thanks, I know I can count on you guys.”

	At this point the animals were almost home. All tried to think of what they were going to say to their parents when they finally got there. But all of them were so tired that they just needed to have some sleep. It was a very full, but very great day!

	 

	What do you think?

	With your parents read 1 Corinthians 15:33. In our story Ravi was concerned for Hector – if he does not spend any time with animals who believe in the Creator, he will be very weak and eventually he might give up. But we need other people in the church to help us follow Jesus no matter what! Think of one person who is not good to hang around and might teach you to do bad things. Think of one person who is good to hang around and will help you be a better person. Discuss with your parents.

	 


Tuesday, June 30

	Read Acts 6:8-15. If you need help, have a parent read with you to help you understand the story. Ask your parents to share with you a time when someone said some bad things about them that were not true. What happened? How did they feel?

	 

	In our Bible story, Stephen loved God, yet many of the people hated him – not because he was bad, but because he told the truth – even if it made people uncomfortable. How would you feel if you were telling people about Jesus and they did the same things to you that they did to Stephen? Discuss it with a parent.

	 


Wednesday, July 1

	Read Acts 6:51-60. Think about how seriously Stephen took His faith. He was willing to die for Jesus. God has not asked everyone to die for Him, but we want to be willing to give up anything if He asks.

	 

	Take a piece of paper, some crayons, markers or pencil crayons. Ask Jesus to show you the most important thing you have or own. Draw a picture of what He shows you. After you are done drawing, hold it in your hands and tell God that He is more important than even this thing you have drawn.

	 


Thursday, July 2

	Read Luke 9:23. What do you think Jesus means by ‘taking up your cross daily’? If you are not sure, discuss it with a parent.

	 

	Take two Popsicle sticks, or two toothpicks (with your parents’ permission) and make a small cross. You can use glue or a little tape to hold it together. Decorate it in any way that you want and place it in your bedroom as a reminder that Jesus gave up His life for us, so we know that He is more important than anything we have.

	 


Friday, July 3

	Read James 1:12. Imagine this situation: You have been looking forward to the weekend because your family was planning on going on a special trip. Maybe you were going to go see a new movie in theaters and then go to your favorite restaurant. But the day before you leave, a pipe bursts in the basement and floods and ruins everything! Now your trip is cancelled and your mom & dad need your help carrying wet stuff from the basement and putting it outside so it can get taken to the dump. Yuck! All this time you think “I wish this never happened! I wish we would be going to the movie and restaurant!”

	 

	Yet in the verse above, the Apostle James basically says, “my life, and anything that I want to do, is worth nothing to me. My ONLY goal in life is to do whatever Jesus asks me to do.” Think about that a bit. When disappointment comes (like in our story), maybe you say “my ONLY goal is to please my mom & dad and help them out!”

	 

	Today, practice serving others with a good attitude. Ask your mom or dad for one chore you can do, but do it cheerfully! If you already have regular chores to do, see how cheerfully you can do it. Make it your ONLY goal to please your mom and dad in this chore. For when you serve your parents with joy, you are also serving Jesus!
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